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CLAIMS 

WE CLAIM: 

1 . A method of persisting assembly bind information for an application, 
comprising the steps of: 

recording assembly bind request information; 

recording assembly redirect information resulting from an application of assembly 
binding policy; 

determining if the assembly bind request information and the assembly redirect 
information should be persisted in an assembly bind history file; and 

persistmg the assembly bind request mformation and the assembly redirect 
information in the assembly bind history file when the step of determining is affirmative. 

2. The method of claim 1 , wherein the step of recording assembly redirect 
information comprises the steps of recording assembly redirect information for each bind 
redirection at each level of bind policy redirection. 

3. The method of claim 1 , wherein the step of recording assembly redirect 
information comprises the step of recording assembly redirect information for all 
assemblies for which the application requests binds. 

4. The method of claim 1 , wherein the step of determining if the assembly 
bind request information and the assembly redirect information should be persisted 
comprises the step of determining if the bind history file is currently being persisted for 
the application based on a prior assembly bind. 

5. The method of claim 4, wherein the step of determining if the assembly 
bind request information and the assembly redirect information should be persisted 
fiirther comprises the step of determining that no previous bind history file exists, and 
wherein the step of persisting comprises the step of storing the assembly bind request 
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information and the assembly redirect information in an in-memory data structiire until 
application shutdown. 

6. The method of claim 5, further comprising the steps of determining that 
additional assembly bind request information and assembly redirect information for 
another assembly bind by the application is stored in memory, and persisting the 
additional assembly bind request information and assembly redirect information for the 
another assembly bind in the assembly bind history file. 

7. The method of claim 4, wherein the step of determining if the assembly 
bind request information and the assembly redirect information should be persisted 
further comprises the step of determining that a previous bind history file exists, further 
comprising the steps of determining that no difference exists between the previous bind 
history file and the assembly bind request information and the assembly redirect 
information, and wherein the step of persisting comprises the step of storing the assembly 
bind request information and the assembly redirect information m an in-memory data 
structure. 

8. The method of claim 4, wherein the step of determining if the assembly 
bind request information and the assembly redirect information should be persisted 
further comprises the steps of determining that a previous bind history file exists, and 
determining that a difference exists between the previous bind history file and the 
assembly bind request information and the assembly redirect information. 

9. The method of claim 8, further comprising the steps of determining that 
additional assembly bind request information and assembly redirect information for 
another assembly bind by the application is stored in memory, and persisting the 
additional assembly bind request information and assembly redirect information for the 
another assembly bind in the assembly bind history file. 
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1 0. The method of claim 1 , wherein the step of persisting the assembly bind 
request information and the assembly redirect information in the assembly bind history 
file comprises the step of recording temporal information for the assembly bind. 

1 1 . The method of claim 1 0, further comprising the step of indexing the 
assembly bind history file by the temporal information. 

12. The method of claim 1 , wherein the step of persisting the assembly bind 
request information and the assembly redirect information in the assembly bind history 
file comprises the step of associating the assembly bind history file with user information. 

13. The method of claim 12, wherein the step of associating the assembly bind 
history file with user information comprises the step of storing the assembly bind history 
file in a non-roaming user-profile directory. 

14. The method of claim 1 , further comprising the steps of retrieving the 
assembly bind history file, and binding all assemblies for the application in accordance 
with the assembly bind history file. 

1 5. The method of claim 14, wherein a plurality of assembly bind history files 
are persisted, and wherein the step of retrieving comprises the step of retrievmg all of the 
plurality of assembly bind history files, further comprising the step of receiving a user 
selection of one of the plurality of assembly bind history files, and wherein the step of 
binding comprises the step of binding all assemblies for the application in accordance 
with the one of the plurality of assembly bind history files. 

1 6. A computer-readable medium having computer-executable instructions for 
performing steps, comprising: 

recording assembly bind information; 

determining if the assembly bind information should be persisted in an assembly 
bind history file; and 
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persisting the assembly bind infonnation in the assembly bind history file when 
the step of determining is affirmative. 

1 7. The computer-readable medium of claim 1 6, further comprising the steps 
of retrieving the assembly bind history file, and binding all assemblies for the application 
in accordance with the assembly bind history file. 

1 8. The computer-readable medium of claim 1 7, wherein a plurality of 
assembly bind history files are persisted, and wherein the step of retrieving comprises the 
step of retrieving all of the plurality of assembly bind history files, further comprising the 
step of receiving a user selection of one of the plurality of assembly bind history files, 
and wherein the step of binding comprises the step of binding all assemblies for the 
appHcation in accordance with the one of the plurality of assembly bind history files. 

1 9. A computer-readable medium having stored thereon a data structure, 
comprising a first data field containing temporal data relating to an assembly bind of an 
application, a second data field containing assembly name data for an assembly for which 
the application completed a bind request; and a third data field associated with the second 
data field containing assembly bind information for each stage of assembly bind policy. 

20. The data structure of claim 19, further comprising the second and the third 
data field for each assembly for which a bind request is made by the application. 

2 1 . The data structure of claim 1 9, further comprising a fourth data structure 
containing data identifying the application. 

22. A method of reconfiguring assembly binds for an application, comprising 
the steps of: 

retrieving an assembly bind history file for the application containing information 
of assembly binds from a previous execution of the application having at least one 
assembly bind that differs from a current assembly bind; 
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reconfiguring an assembly bind policy to ensure binding with the assembly binds 
contained in the assembly bind history file. 

23 . The method of claim 22, wherein the step of retrieving an assembly bind 
history file comprises the step of retrieving a plurality of bind history files, each 
containing information of assembly binds from previous executions of the application 
having at least one assembly binding that differs from a prior execution of the 
application, 

24. The method of claim 23, further comprising the step of selecting one of 
the plurality of bind history files, and wherein the step of reconfiguring comprising the 
step of reconfiguring the assembly bind policy to ensure bindmg with the assembly binds 
contained in the selected assembly bind history file. 

25. In a computer system having a graphical user interface including a display 
and a user interface selection device, a method of providing and selecting from a menu on 
the display, comprising the steps of retrieving a listing of applications having at least one 
assembly bind history file, and displaying the Hsting on the display for user selection. 

26. The method of claim 25, fixrther comprising the steps of receiving a user 
selection of one of the applications, retrieving a most recent assembly bind history file for 
the selected application containing information of assembly binds from a previous 
execution of the application having at least one assembly bind that differs from a current 
assembly bind for that application, and displaying information on the display indicating 
temporal information of the most recent assembly bind history file and providing a user 
confirmation selection. 

27. The method of claim 26, fiirther comprising the steps of displaying an 
advanced reconfiguration option selection, receiving a user selection of the advanced 
reconfiguration option, retrieving all of the assembly bind history files for the selected 
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application, and displaying a listing of all of the assembly bind history files for user 
selection. 

28. The method of claim 27, further comprising the steps of receiving a user 
selection of one of the assembly bind history files, and reconfiguring an assembly bind 
policy for the application to ensure assembly binding in accordance with the selected 
assembly bind history file. 



